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The AESC State of the Executive Search Industry Report is quarterly research carried out by the 
Association of Executive Search Consultants (AESC) since 2004 on trends in the global retained 
executive search industry. Data for the report is collected from a consistent sample of AESC mem-
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EXECUTIVE SEARCH BUILDS MOMENTUM

Quarter one Data Reveals Widespread Growth across Industries

Uif ûstu rvbsufs pg uijt zfbs tipxfe gvsuifs qptjujwf tjhot pg sfdpwfsz gps uif tfojps fyfdvujwf tfbsdi joevtusz 
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in revenues – revealed new data from the Association of Executive Search Consultants (AESC).

All industry sectors included in the survey enjoyed annual and quarterly increases in new search activity with the 
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uijse rvbsufs pg mbtu zfbs/ Xijmf npnfouvn ibt cffo tmpx jo dpnjoh- bt tffo gps uif hmpcbm fdpopnz bt b xipmf- 
growth is now not only tangible but the rate of growth is increasing.”
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Ns/ Gfmjy beefe- ïBmuipvhi uif joevtuszòt sfwfovft gfmm cz 43/6 qfs dfou jo 311:- uif mpx qpjou xbt tujmm dpotjefsbcmz 
ijhifs uibo uif mpx qpjou jo 3113- evsjoh uif mbtu sfdfttjpo/ Jg uif qvmmcbdl gspn uibu sfdfttjpo uppl uisff zfbst 
to reach the previous high and only another two to reach new all time highs then this pullback is already in line 
with that and gives us hope of regaining former heights.”

ïUijt joejdbujpo pg sfofxfe ijsjoh bu uif tfojps fyfdvujwf mfwfm xjmm hjwf hsfbufs dpoûefodf up fyfdvujwft xip bsf 
either in transition or considering career changes. Our recent BlueSteps.com survey suggested that 41 per cent 
pg fyfdvujwft bsf ejttbujtûfe xjui uifjs qsftfou qptjujpot boe xpvme sftqpoe qptjujwfmz up b ofx pqqpsuvojuz/  Xf 
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in the years ahead.”  
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Average Net Revenues
Annual trend:  R2 311: up R2 3121  ,33& (pictured below)

Quarterly trend:  R5 311: up R2 3121  ,5/4& 

Average Revenue Per Consultant
Annual trend: R2 311: up R2 3121  ,45/6& (pictured below)

Quarterly trend: R5 311: up R2 3121  ,6/4&

Average Fee Per Search Assignment
Annual trend: R2 311: up R2 3121  .5& (pictured below)

Quarterly trend: R5 311: up R2 3121  ,1/2&

Quarterly Net Revenues,
as Compared to Previous Year

Quarterly Average Revenue Per Consultant, 
as Compared to Previous Year

Quarterly Average Fee Per Search 
Assignment, as Compared to Previous Year



3

Trend in Number of Searches Started 
Quarterly, by Industry

Quarterly Average Number of Searches 
Started, as Compared to Previous Year

INDUSTRY TRENDS - Q1 2010

 
Trend in Number of Searches Started

Annual trend: R2 311: up R2 3121  ,41/3& (pictured below)

Quarterly trend: R5 311: up R2 3121  ,:&

Trend in Number of Searches Started by Industry

Annual trends: R2 311: up R2 3121

Bmm joevtusjft fyqfsjfodfe b mbshf zfbsmz sjtf jo uif ovncfs pg tfbsdift tubsufe jo uif ûstu rvbsufs pg 3121;

Gjobodjbm ,4:/3&- Ufdiopmphz ,48/4&- Mjgf Tdjfodft0Ifbmuidbsf ,37/5&- Dpotvnfs ,36&-  Joevtusjbm ,31/2&- boe gspn Æ	
b tnbmmfs tvswfz tbnqmf< Opo.Qspûu ,54&- Qspgfttjpobm Tfswjdft ,37/6& 

Quarterly trends: R5 311: up R2 3121 (pictured below)

Bmm joevtusjft tbx b rvbsufsmz sjtf jo uif ovncfs pg tfbsdift tubsufe jo R2 3121;

Mjgf Tdjfodft0Ifbmuidbsf ,28&- Joevtusjbm ,25&- Gjobodjbm ,5&- Dpotvnfs ,2&- Ufdiopmphz ,2/4&- boe gspn b tnbmmfs Æ	
tvswfz tbnqmf< Qspgfttjpobm Tfswjdft ,44&- Opo.Qspûu ,38&




